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April 14th, 2022
Our school vision:
“To develop confident, creative, life-long learners, who contribute positively to a sustainable world”
To achieve this vision, we utilise four main values – Ngā Pou e Whā
•
•
•
•

Kaitiakitanga: we are guardians of our environment, community, culture and future
Manaakitanga: we treat each other with respect and kindness
Rangatiratanga: we are confident, self-determined learners and leaders
Kotahitanga: we are united, we work together and support each other to succeed

Our Place
Our People
Ourselves
Working Together

Kia Ora koutou,
Oh my, what a term! We can close the door on mandates, outdoor limits and scanning. Keep the use of mask wearing,
sanitizing and personal hygiene. The Omicron wave was a slow burner but it definitely built momentum toward the
later part of the term. Our thoughts of a speedy and full recovery to all who have had or yet to catch COVID.
Our new students to school have slotted in so well. We are getting a number of new faces as families move into our
school zone. A very big welcome to you all, Nau mai haere mai. As the next groups of new entrants begin their St
Johns Hill School journey, we will open Rooms 11 and 12 from Term 2. Jess Devane, Alna van Niekerk and Hillary Slight
will team teach in this space.
We have had a number of changes to our school board in recent times. Janine Heerdegen and Simon Caincross have
stood down as members of the school board. Both Janine and Simon have been long time members and their
contribution to the direction and standing of this school has been immense. We thank them both so very much and
wish them well for the future. As a result, we have welcomed Matt Smith and Nicola Metcalfe to the board. They both
bring a wealth of business, health and safety, social service and ministry of health experience with them. I am sure
that we are in very good hands with board members of this calibre. Full school elections will be held this year. We will
send out full details closer to the election dates.
A very big thank you to all of those who have provided feedback on the school direction and future planning. It is
important to hear the voices of our whānau and we really appreciate those who could take the time to respond.
Have a safe and restful break, and we look forward to seeing you all next term.
Ngā mihi
Darren Torrie
Principal

Year 5 and 6 Camp
Change of dates
We recently made some changes to our camp dates. Unfortunately, due to
circumstances out of our control, we have had to change them again.
The camp is booked for

WEEK 3 of TERM 2, 16th – 20th May.
The cost of the camp is $210 per student, payable at the office.
Payment plans are available speak to Amanda or Lynette for arrangements.

Looking ahead to Orange:
There have been very clear signals that we expect to be operating at the Orange setting next term. Here are the major
changes we can expect:
Masks: Masks will not be mandatory for any child under the age of 12. We will still encourage and support the
wearing of masks indoors.
Assemblies and non-curriculum meetings: Whilst there will be no restriction to gathering sizes, we are unable to
distance our students or properly ventilate the hall. Because of this, our assemblies will be restricted to house or
team assemblies only. We cannot accommodate parents or whānau at these gatherings.
Outdoor gatherings: There is no limit to gathering sizes or any requirement to wear face masks. We no longer have a
requirement to ask for the vaccination status of volunteers or visitors to the school.

Welcome to St Johns Hill School
Lucian and Mina Taylor-Walker join us from
Fielding. Lucian is in room 5 and Mina is in
room 10

Triathlon Success
Well done to James Macpherson (Room 2) for his
silver in the Year 5 Manawatu interschool
triathlon. James competed against 45 other Year
5s from around the region in a 75m swim, 3km
bike and 1km run.
Vinnie grant also competed in the Year 6 race
where he came a respectable 11th.

Vinnie Grant Room 3

Congratulations to both triathletes.

James Macpherson Room 2

This is why we do it…
A massive thank you to everyone who contributed to the working bee on Saturday. The outcome was incredible and we
are so lucky to such a talented pool of people willing to help.
To Sam, Rob, Andy, Lance, Matt, Josh (and his dad), Steve, Radhukar and of course our own Paul – you have made a lot
people very happy with your efforts.

Out with old…

And in with new!
We aren’t finished yet!
Please don’t be shy. Come along and give us a hand at the next working bee – dates to be announced.

Writing from Room 2

Dear Autumn
The leaves fall from the trees. All the leaves are different shapes on the ground. The
leaves look like fire that’s quickly spreading like a sea of red, green and orange that gets
into a pile to swim in. I love the crunch. I like to hide in the leaves. They will break down
into the dirt and help the tree to grow more leaves. Those leaves fall back down into the
dirt again.
By Declan Harris
Dear Autumn
I admire the crunching sound of soft tickling dried up leaves buried underneath my dirty
feet. It’s like uneven ripples in the leaves are alive and moving. I notice that the rustling of
the leaves is like the whispering of the wind. Fallen leaves dancing as the wind picks them
up for the ride of their life. The fiery claret leaves are like a quick spreading house fire.
Please reply on the next dancing leaf.
By James Macpherson
Dear Autumn
I admire your wind as it whips at me like knives. Your bare stalks whistling in the wind.
Your leaves make the perfect comfy bed and the colours of your leaves are like a rainbow.
Your leaves crunching under my feet like music. The sap is like sticky honey as it can ’t
come off your hands. As the summer is still clinging on and the winter starts to push it off.
Now let me ask you a question. How do your trees start off as a tiny acorn and then
transform into a mighty oak?
By Jess Matheson

Lost Property

Road Safety

Please check our ever-growing lost property collection.
Ensure that all items are clearly named as this will help
us to reunite them with their owner.

Our senior students have received their training by
Constable Ben Broughton and are now manning the
Peakes Road and Parkes Avenue crossings at the end of
the day. Please support our students to do the right
thing when crossing the roads.

If you are dropping your child(ren) off at Virginia Lake
we ask that you cross the road with them. This is a busy
state highway and Waka Kotahi have been in contact
with us regarding some road crossing issues.
Dear Mr Torrie,
I would like to propose a school non-uniform day wearing blue or gold/yellow colours, which are
the national colours of Ukraine to raise money for the children of Ukraine. We could donate the
raised money to UNICEF.
Children are being killed, wounded and traumatised by the devastating violence in Ukraine.
According to UNICEF 4.3million children [and families] have had to leave their homes and many
more are now refugees in neighbouring countries. They have had to leave most of their things
behind and many family members like brothers and fathers have had to stay and fight.
UNICEF is one of the organisations that are helping children in this emergency. They are offering
refugee families food and water, hygiene supplies, mental health support and early education
kits for children.
At St Johns Hill School we are experiencing a pandemic but the children in the Ukraine are
experiencing war within a pandemic. I hope you will consider my request so that we can help
Ukraine children get what they need.
Your sincerely
Ryleigh Dorricott
Room 4

When we talk about ‘walking the talk’ and ‘living our school values’, Ryleigh has reached those standards and more.
The money we raise will only be a drop in the bucket of what is needed, but we are still filling that bucket one drop
at a time. This is the type of proactive, positive action we want our students to take.
You are a great role model to us all, Ryleigh. Ngā Manaakitanga, tino tauira.

Supporting those who support us:

And a very special thank you to Mike
Gooding from Goodman Fielder for donating
the bread for the end of term sausage sizzle.

