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Our school vision:
“To develop confident, creative, life-long learners, who contribute positively to a sustainable world”
To achieve this vision, we utilise four main values – Ngā Pou e Whā
•
•
•
•

Kaitiakitanga: we are guardians of our environment, community, culture and future
Manaakitanga: we treat each other with respect and kindness
Rangatiratanga: we are confident, self-determined learners and leaders
Kotahitanga: we are united, we work together and support each other to succeed

Our Place
Our People
Ourselves
Working Together

Kia ora koutou,
Contrary to popular belief, the memories we have of school are not usually the amazing maths lesson or
writing task. Our fondest memories are more likely to be the trips and visitors that we have. It is through
experiencing these events that we develop our interests and passions. At St Johns Hill School we are looking
forward to a number of visits and learning opportunities this term:
• On Thursday 2nd June the NZ Symphony orchestra will be giving us a mini concert.
• St John In Schools is delivering a “Keeping safe” module during week 6 (7-14 June).
• We are also looking at bringing in Fire and Emergency New Zealand to promote the Firewise
programme. (A reminder to check your smoke alarms at home)
• The Ruru team has an Art Gallery visit booked and the Tui team will be visiting the gallery for Matariki.
As the days get shorter, colder and wetter it is timely to think about winter coughs, colds and flus. If COVID
has taught us anything it is good hygiene habits help greatly. Keep washing your hands, sneeze into your
elbow and staying home if you are unwell helps all of us to stay healthy.
Our classes are currently looking at Matariki (and Puanga) and the marking of the Māori new year. Some are
looking at space and our solar system, while others are exploring constellations and the use of the stars for
navigation.
On another topic, the staff here at St Johns Hill School are second to none. Their dedication and effort in the
support of each and every child’s education is exemplary. We have 400 students with a range of ethnicities,
beliefs and backgrounds that generate countless interactions every day. At some point incidents will occur.
We handle these as best we can, within the parameters set by the New Zealand Education and Training Act
2020, policies that are set by the Board of Trustees, and our training in Positive Behaviour for Learning and
Restorative Practices. Our support agencies are stretched beyond capacity and any assistance offered takes
time in delivery. We will not discuss you, your child or family with any other member of our school community
which is why you may not be aware of what is going on behind the scenes to support our learners. Please talk
to us about your concerns, be understanding about our limitations, and be respectful in your interactions
because teachers are real people too!
Ngā mihi
Darren Torrie
Principal

You can access more information about our school through our website:
www.sjhs.school.nz

School Uniform:
We have had a recent submission to the school Board of Trustees regarding our school uniform. As a result, we would
like to clarify our position: there will be a full uniform review scheduled for January 2023. As part of this review we
will be seeking submissions regarding, practicality, cost, value for money, fitness for purpose and any specific gender
issues created as a result. Until this review takes place we are more than happy for girls to wear the school grey
shorts or grey track pants in place of the culottes.
Girls Uniform: Red polo shirt with logo, red polar fleece with logo, grey culottes, black tights or stockings
Boys Uniform: Red polo shirt with logo, red polar fleece with logo, grey shorts, grey or black socks
Shoes: Plain black leather shoes or plain black sneakers only
Winter Options: Girls and boys may wear grey trackpants or grey bootleg pants.
All uniform is available from Andersons Uniforms.

Lost Property
Is your son/daughter missing a sock, sweatshirt, shoe,
sleeping bag, or hoodie? If the answer is yes then chances
are that is in our lost property. Please come in and have a
look (particularly after the senior camp!)
Please name all items of clothing with the name of the
current owner. Ensure that this is legible so we may return
items quickly to the owner.

Checkmate!
We sent along eleven students to the Whanganui
chess tournament. Many of these students had not
played chess before this year. They certainly
performed above expectations with a clean sweep
of 1st- 5th in the rookie division.

Harrison Ward (above) 1st in the Rookie
Division.
Well done to all of our competitors:
Junior Division – Ben Forsyth, Keanu
Joseph and Thomas Bowen
Rookie Division – Aaron Misra, Felix
Gruebsch, Hadrian Lee, Harper Lilley,
Harrison Ward, Jacob Bruning, Jude
Riordan, Margaux Orum, Sam Ellington,
Zach Newton

The Morning Start

eTAP App and our Website

We understand the pressures that working families
are under to get everyone organised in the morning
and ready for the day, complete the school run and
be at work on time.

The up take of parents using the eTAP app has been
great!

This is why we do not have a hard and fast ruling
about when students may come to school.
The flip side to this, is our teachers also need that
morning time to set up the class for the day before
instruction begins at 9:00am.
Please be aware that we are unable to actively
supervise any child that has been dropped off at
school before 8:30am.

You can send in absence information, read
newsletters, check notices and account balances at the
touch of your fingers.
We have sent out the links but if you require these to
be resent please email us at Office@sjhs.school.nz and
we will get it out to you asap.
You can also check our website for additional
information, contact details, upcoming events, photos
and other links.
Please go into the app and turn on notifications in the
settings. (Click on the three dots in the top right)

Winter Gardens
Our EarthKids have been very busy!
The planter boxes have been refilled with compost and
the winter crops have been planted.

We finally manged to get to Camp Raukawa week 3 of Term 2. The ongoing issues with COVID pushed us well into an
autumn camp. The week before going, Whanganui was awoken by frosty mornings and bathed in 20oC and sunshine.
All eyes were on the weather and we certainly got a lot of it! It wasn’t cold, which was a blessing. If it wasn’t glorious
sunshine then it was raining and continued to swing through these two extremes all week.
A very big thank you to my team: Annette, Glen, Vanessa, Tom and Sam for all of the work gone into organizing,
preparing the kids, chaperoning the groups and providing the entertainment!
And to all of our camp parents. None of this would have been possible without your support! Thank you so much for
the words – words of encouragement when things got tough, caring words when we hurt ourselves or got scared,
celebratory words when we succeeded and even the quiet word when we needed it.
We would also like to acknowledge and thank the Y for the facilities, instructors and memories.

