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Principal’s Message
Spring has sprung which of course means lambs being born, blossoms in bloom and snow, ice and wind to remind
us that winter has just finished!
What an amazing couple of weeks we have had here at St Johns Hill School. Celebrating our birthday is certainly a
highlight. Sporting a newly painted exterior, our school certainly doesn’t look anywhere near its 93 years. Tying in
the school birthday celebration with our house singing and arts activities made the best day. Thanks to all of the
teachers and house leaders for spending weeks getting the songs and waiata ready for each house. A special
mention to Mrs Macbeth for recording the performances and Mrs Munn for editing them and uploading the links
to share with our whānau. All of our students should be very proud of their efforts as they live up to school
values and expectations of Kaitiakitanga, Manaakitanga, Rangatiratanga and Kotahitanga.
Working with our kids everyday just reinforces how amazing they are. Obviously, as the principal, I have a biased
opinion. It is therefore so good to get reports back from a variety of people about the positive attitude, good
sportsmanship and strong competitive nature that our students have displayed. Being the best you is all we can
possibly ask of our kids, regardless of the final result.

At St Johns Hill School we believe in offering our students as many opportunities and experiences as possible.
To help bolster our curriculum delivery we have approached the House of Science and are now their host school.
There will be more information released shortly about the House of Science and their philosophy on supporting
schools to teach science well across all ages and levels. Have a look at their website: https://houseofscience.nz/
for more information. If anyone is interested in sponsoring a science kit or wants more information we can help
with that.
Ngā mihi
Darren
Please note from this coming Monday, 12th September students will no longer be walked to the gates.
Parents/caregivers are welcome to collect children in the Piwakawaka team (Rooms 10-14) from 2.45pm at
their classrooms. All other students will be released at 3pm.

Upcoming Events - Term 3
Tuesday 13th

School Cross Country

Thursday 15th

Senior Speeches

Tuesday 20th

Interschool Cross Country

Friday 23rd
Wednesday 28
Friday 30

th

PTA Disco
th

School Photos
Last day of Term 3

2023 Enrolments
If you have a child turning 5 next year, please ensure
they are enrolled.
If you live out of the school zone, the closing date to
enter your child’s name into the ballot is Wednesday
28th September. The results of the ballot if required,
will be released on Friday 30th September.

Earth Kids - River Traders Market
A huge thank you must go out to all
those generous mums and dads and
kids who provided home baking for
the Earth Kids fundraising stall at last
Saturday’s market. The weather was a
bit dodgy but we made it through the
morning without getting too damp.
We now have a grand total of
$869.70 which will be presented to
the Bushy Park trust. In past years we
have contributed to the hihi feeder
viewing seats, the weather station
and raincoats for visiting children.
Bushy Park Forest and Bird are always
incredibly thankful for our
commitment and enthusiasm.

To follow up from the market, the Earth Kids went out to Bushy Park Tarapuruhi on Wednesday as part of the
Conservation Week activities run by the educators at the reserve. It is very fitting that the children have been
able to go out into our community to share our vision and work for a worthy cause. They are so keen and
rightly deserve to be known as the St Johns Hill School Earth kids, thinking globally and acting locally.
Gone Green cleaner was sold at the market and is now available for purchase from the school
office. At just $4 a bottle this is a household cleaner made with biodegradable ingredients and
eucalyptus oil. This product has been proudly developed and made by our students.
A huge thank you to all the people who participated and contributed to Conservation Week promoting Bushy
Park Tarapuruhi, Forest and Bird and DOC. People at 7am arrived to erect shelters from wind blasts.

The adults stood out along the riverbank with their hi vis. The children from St Johns School happily advertised
the event round the market with their sandwich boards. Their stall displayed previous students' work re science
and the environment.
Families contributed exquisite cakes for sale. F&B gave away magazines for adults and the young . Jake made
useful boxes for sale for rat traps . A flow of people at the stalls held useful deep conversations focused on
nature. Very few if any cakes remained. Thank you for the thoughtfulness in wrapping, decorating and providing
for gluten intolerant plus your time and preparation. We are thankful for the groups' collaboration.
Esther Williams
Chair - Whanganui Forest and Bird
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Kiwi Conservation Club
Its Te Wiki Tiaki Ao Tūroa /Conservation Week. Please read below for ideas for activities and what we've got
going on this week and the rest of term.
HYLTON PIT PLANTING DAY: Saturday 17 September
OK, so it's not during Conservation Week but I've arranged a KCC Exclusive planting day at Hylton Park.
We'll be infill planting through the area we planted last year along the Easy Rider track watercourse and filling in
gaps where spots were missed or the plants haven't survived.
Bring your bike and afterwards ride the Easy Rider track (it's Easy) and/or learn about the introduced pest the
plague skink that inhabit the park.
Meet at the Field St Entrance of Hylton Park Aramoho, Whanganui 10.00am.

Bring warm brightly coloured clothes, a raincoat, sturdy footwear, water bottle, picnic lunch and snacks and a
spade and gardening gloves if you have them. Bring a bike and helmet if you want to stick around for a ride
afterwards.
Tarapurihi/Bushy Park Sanctuary Visit: Saturday 1 October
Sweep nets through the wetlands to see what critters are living in there, visit Ratanui and see if we can spot
some of the recently released Popokatea/ whiteheads (Mohoua albicilla) along with the the regulars Hihi/
Stitchbird (Notiomystis cincta), Tieke/saddleback (Philesturnus rufusater) and toutouwai/robins (Petroica
longipes) amongst others. (Click on each of the birds scientific names to learn more about each one and hear
their song).
Meet at the front of the Tarapurihi Homestead at 10am, bring something warm, a raincoat, sturdy footwear, a
drink bottle, snacks and lunch.
Please RSVP by 30 September
Activities at Home
If you cant get along to one of our activities, here's a link to some great conservation minded home
activities: https://kcc.org.nz/activities/
Or, you could earn a Toyota Kiwi Guardians medal by undertaking a conservation activity, learn more
here: Toyota Kiwi Guardians Take Action

Kids Lit Quiz
On Wednesday we went to New Plymouth to compete in the Kids’ Lit Quiz. Our team
was made up of Zoe, Azaylia, Julie and Campbell. Our coach was Mrs Scrimshaw.
There were 37 teams, most of them were intermediate schools. After 10 rounds of
odd categories such as baldness, cetaceans, doors and fruit, we were delighted to be
the top Year 6 team! Overall, we had a really great day even though we had a 7:00
a.m. start. Here is one of our questions. See if you can get it. ‘Who is the bald
headed, underpants wearing principal?’
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2022 Jump Jam
Jump Jam is an exercise that our school enjoys doing
in the mornings on the tennis court outside rooms
1-4. There is nothing better than seeing our school
twisting, turning and having fun.
On the 27 of August 2022, 2 groups of Year 3 & 4
and 5 & 6 students took this big step further by
competing in a Jump Jam competition in
Palmerston North. The Year 3 & 4 danced to the
song “Witch Doctor” while the Year 5 & 6 performed
to the song “Butterfly”.
We started practising our dances about a month
before the competition, doing this before school and
at morning tea. Mr Howells trained the Year 5 & 6 team, (which had 19 students) and Mrs Cogan trained the
Year 3 & 4 team, (which had 16 students).
We performed in the Palmerston North Boys High auditorium in front of parents and other competitors. The
competition was judged by Brett Fairweather who choreographed all the Jump Jam routines. We were very
nervous to be performing on the big stage for the first time but ended up really enjoying ourselves. In the end
we didn’t place in the competition but the Year 5 & 6 team were awarded a merit in technical execution and in
presentation and the Year 3 & 4 were awarded a merit in technical execution.
We would like to give a big thank you to
all the parents who transported us to the
competition and supported us on the day.
A big thank you also goes to Mr Howells
and Mrs Cogan for guiding us through this
amazing experience.
By Adele and Ivy

Toys/Cellphones at School
A reminder that we try where possible to discourage students from bringing
precious toys to school. It often causes distress if a treasured possession gets
lost or broken.

We have noticed cellphones being brought to school. We strongly discourage this
practice as they are a distraction. If you have a change of plan for your child after
school, please contact the school office 349 1750 and messages will be passed on.
We appreciate parents support with this.
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Performing and Visual Arts Day
A great day was enjoyed by our students last Friday who all proudly came to school wearing their house
colours. The students enjoyed a day full of Art, singing and activities. The amazing videos of House Singing
should now have been shared with you all to enjoy.

SJHS Cross Country
On Tuesday the 13th of September we will be holding our school cross country.
This event will be run from 10:30 - 12:30pm.
Spectators are welcome to watch their child’s race from the designated area along the school driveway.
The race order will be:
10:30
Yr 3 & 4 Non Competitive Race
10:40
Yr 3 & 4 Girls
10:55
Yr 3 & 4 Boys
11:15
11:25
11:40

Yr 5 & 6 Non Competitive Race
Yr 5 & 6 Girls
Yr 5 & 6 Boys

12:00
12:08
12:16
12:22

Yr 0/1 Girls
Yr 0/1 Boys
Yr 2 Girls
Yr 2 Boys
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Chess Tournament
On Tuesday the 30th of August, SJHS entered a team into the Term 3 Whanganui Regional Chess competition.
There were two divisions that we entered: Rookies (for the players that hadn't played in a competition) and
Junior for more experienced players. SJHS competed very well and displayed their school virtues proudly.
Scarlett Prussing won the best girl Award in the rookie division while the Junior team took out 1st place to
qualify for Nationals. The junior team was made up of Margaux Orum, Aaron Misra, Keanu Joseph, Hadrian Lee,
Zack Newton, Harrison Ward and Jacob Bruning.

Communication Updates
Hopefully by now all of our families have downloaded the @schoolApp. This is an important
communication tool where all messages from the office are posted. Please ensure you have
notifications turned on so you are aware when something new is posted. Remember to take note of
the password you use when signing into the App as it has a built in security feature where it will
automatically log users out after 30 days. If you have any issues downloading or using the App please
see the school office.

There has been an update with Seesaw which has changed the way some features work. Some
parents have been having trouble messaging their child's classroom teacher.
When the teacher sends you an announcement (message) there are three dots … up the top right of
the screen. Click on those dots which will bring up a new box showing teachers name under
members. There are three dots … next to the teachers name which you click on and a box appears
down the bottom saying: Privately reply to “Teachers name” Tap that and you should be back in
action to send messages!
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PTA News
SCHOOL DISCOS - Friday 23rd September
5-6pm:

Years 1-3 Juniors

6-6.30pm:

Hotdog & ice-cream combo ($5 cash only)

6.30-7.30pm:

Years 4-6 Seniors

Tickets - $2 on the door (cash only)
Snacks - 50c (drinks and chippies)
The money we raise at the disco will contribute to the completion of the outdoor play areas at school!

Personalised Artwork Gifts - PTA Fundraiser
We're excited to partner with Kids Art Works so you can purchase the perfect personalised Christmas gifts for
family and friends!
Look out for details in the coming weeks explaining how to purchase calendars, diaries, cards and mouse mats
online - all made with your children's unique artwork.
With a donation of 30% per product this is a great way for our awesome St Johns Hill community to contribute
to the completion of the outdoor play spaces at school!
Thank you for your continued support.

School photos will be taken on Wednesday 28th September.
An information flyer from PhotoLife has been sent home. On
the reverse is a Sibling Photo request form. This form must be
returned prior to photo day if you want a sibling photo taken.
Photographers are not authorised to take a sibling photo without a completed form.
We ask that all students wear correct winter uniform for photos.
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Rapanui-Brunswick
Playcentre:
We are celebrating our 50th Jubliee on
Sunday 16th October at 2pm. We
welcome any past tamariki, members,
whaanau and community to come
and help us celebrate. Afternoon tea,
fun and games will be provided.
Please email
rapanui-brunswick@playcentre.org.nz
for more information and to register
your interest.
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